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Dear everybody,

For me, everything is gog well here. | am enjoying the diversity of the programme.
But for East Jerusalemites things donot
seems to have managed to get East Jeru
Not that East Jerusalemitesally believed it anyway. Years of hearing about peace
while they watch their half of the Holy City gradually being swallowed up have made
them sceptical. As some commentator put
the pizza, while Israel eatst . 0

However, settlement expansion is still a priority concern for our team because behind
the statistics we see real human tragedies. For example, the Hannoun and Ghawi
families | spoke of in my last journal are still on the street in Sheikh Jarrabnndf

the houses from which they were evicted two months ago. They have a board on the
olive tree, | it ke a <cricket scoreboard.
websitewww.standupforJerusalem.com

' It may only be a street camp, but they get some
pretty heavyweight visitors: religious leaders,
 di pl omat s, politicians o]
. delegations, and the other day, lo and behold, came
The Elders! Unfortunately, it was a bit hulsish for
_' searity reasons and by the time we rushed down
L “ there, Jimmy Carter, Desmond Tutu, Mary
.+ Robinson, et al. had been whisked away. But it gave
@ the familiesd a boost, al
' says sheol | never wash he

Last Saturday, the Hannouiamily invited us to
break the fast (Iftar) during Ramadan with them on
the pavement. Delicious chicken and rice apart, it
was a bit surreal. They are remarkable people;
their life is in ruins yet they offer hospitality to

~ | wells-wishers, and manage to senébout it. That

.| particular party continued at the Ghawis house
' where the weekly demo organised by Rabbis for
Human Rights morphed into a Dabke knees
with a live band. 500 demonstrators were there
' including a bus full of Gush Shalom activists from
Tel Aviv.



http://www.standupforjerusalem.com/

Among them was Uri Avnery (a kind of Israeli To
Benn) whose weekly column | have read religiously ©_
years. It was an honour to meet this doyen of the p¢ XX
moment who writes with such clarity, compassion ¢
(at 86) the advantage of an amagmstorical memory.

But after the Tel Aviv gang were waved off like RoyalF |

and the fun died down, S
houses remain occupied by settlers. Resolve is
strong but with school starting for the myriad kids, t
need somaormalcy. As if anything is normal here.
Netanyahu insisted i n Europe that sett]l
natur al gr owt h! Newspaper headl i nes ca
behind that statement. Israeli settlemehts n 6t j ust spring up |
down from heaven Il i ke manna. Accordir

programme, 40% of Israeli settlements in the West Bank are built on privately owned
land, i.e. land taken from Palestinians, land that wasgbkeved on, farmed, where
crops were sown and harvested. In East Jerusalem, they are on land where onct
someone el seds house stood or where fam
What price a onor mal | i f ebnsand oOnatur al

In this century, Jerusalemites have lived under four different colonial rules: Ottoman,
British, Jordanian and since 1967 Israeli. Palestinians in East Jerusalem have come t
realise how dangerous their status is under this latest ruler, sincehalveyno
citizenship and no recourse when they are refused building permits. Demolitions vary
widely, from small rooms added to existing houses, to huge mansions, and blocks of
flats. But what all demolitions have in common is they are always done toifalest
Jerusalem City Counci l woul d say, Al sr é
too. 0 But only on minor structures | ike
homes that people live in.

And yet you can come to Jerusalem and not bar@wf any of this. Or you may be
aware and think O0good, t hat 6s how it
archeological dig in the City of David
in the footsteps of the kings and prophets ofthée BBb6 as t he brochur
great time on thematic tours of ancient Judean Jerusalem. And why not? Every country
has historical t heme parks. Except that
manage the park were handed over to thets¢ er or gani sati on EI
Is political. To emphasise the link between the state of Israel and its Judean past, it
ignores the histories of the many other peoples who have inhabited this hillside over the
centuries: the Canaanites and Jé&basbefore them, and after them the Assyrians, the
Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks, the Romans, the Byzantines, and for the las
1300 years the Muslims.



As | said in my last journal, no concrete archeological evidence has been found to link
the ste with King David. Evidence for that is historical and biblical. The archeological

remains are most probably Canaanite, | 6
the profession over the ethics of private financing by settler organisations of an
important archeological site. The debate extends into international circles too. As a
European archaeol ogi st said to me Af ol
political rationale, the planned
expansion of the site is aimed at t
lucrative Jewish hé@age and Biblical

for decades. Moreover, in the path §_
this expansion stanché homes of
Silwands Pal esti
Shitreet, the Jerusalem City Coung
engineer who issued the 88 pendiSSSSEE== R
demol ition orders, says nwe

return the city t o Sikeanlheusedlseads gemolishédd y or e .

A banner in the Silwan residentso6 centr
peopl esd homes! 0 and another @n deaenr
Fighting words for a battle that is so uneven. Jerusalem mayor Nir Barkat says openly
that he wants to decrease the percent ac
and keep it Jewish, as the Jewish capit

For our tem, each demolition order contains a heartbreaking story. We know some of
the women whose homes are at risk through visits we have made with fieldworkers
from the Womendés Committee for Legal Ai

One of the 88 Si |l wause. $heiduwass i
us for coffee in her impeccably furnished thiesiroomed
home. It has a patio with a beautiful pink bougainvillea, and a

1 painting over the door proudly announcing her husband has
been to Mecca. She first received a demolition order #ie

. house was built in 1986 and since then has lived with the fear
of it being bulldozed any time. Although she has been
charged municipal taxes, and has twice paid heavy fines and
"l awyerso6 fees, the order has
~ postponerants, she now awaits what she feels is ultimately a




Further up the hill, we visit two sisters, Manal and Amani, married to two brothers.
They I|ived in their h us b an dfriliespnaadeetimet s 0
overcrowding unbearable. They borrowed money ;

t he order s stood. Last
crushed Manal 6s house /
Amani 6s hus b a ranolighedi thre fhoukek

The  sisters
.. and their six
~ = children are back at square one with their in
- | laws, saddled with a big debt, and only the
memory of a brief independent life. This is
precisely why Isrdeonl y onatur al
so discriminatory. To make it even more
painful, on the hill above the demolished
houses, is the new Israeli settlement of Nof
Zion on sale in the US for diaspora Jews.

Then there i s Um Qsioseg lmome sher jeaenations of aivery t h
large family live. This famous case is different. Last September her 1®lgkson ran

a BMW into a crowd of Israelis, mostly soldiers, injuring several. One of them shot him
dead. It was deemed a terrorist attack by the IDF, ama result the family got a
oOpuni shmenté6 demolition order. The f ami
that the boy lost control of the car when the accelerator jammed. The race is on to have
BMW experts prove it in court before their home drees a pile of rubble. In other
countries when a suspected terrorist is shot by security forces in public, (like Jean
Charles de Menezes), the circumstances are investigated. The death of the Braziliar
electrician produced an outcry in the UK. Not so in &e | . What 0s m
demolition is collective punishment: illegal under international law.

As you can see, thereds not much 1| ight
Jaffa with Barbara, a lovely Irish woman on the Bethlehem team. It leasiteedibly
hot in Jerusalem (no rain since April

Mediterranean from my roof as | could in Tulkarem, the thought of it being only an
hour away is tantalising. There is an acute water shortage in Eastlelacu$hae

nei ghbour hoods arenot green and | eafy
settlements. Everything is dry and dusty with litter everywhere. So it was wonderful to
go to the sea. We couldnét get enoughgh o
to play in.

As you probably know, Jaffa is the southernmost end of Tel Aviv but its quainter and
more mixed Arab/ Jewi sh, and therebs a ¢«
The historic centre has gone the way of all such places anaitsaa with posh
boutiques and art galleries, but the beach is great for a city beach and we did enjoy



letting the tension seep out of our bodies. At the same time | found my mind wandering
down the coast to Gaza. It is only a couple of hours drive dtnbeach, but a
universe away in hope.

We got a lift back to Jerusalem on (yet another) bus of Tel Aviv peace activists of all
persuasions going to the Jaffa Gate for an Israeli demonstration in support of the Sheikh
Jarrah families. To thank them, Mm&wi made a fine speech in Hebrew about unity
and daring to dream of |l iTving together
further waned since Israel veered off to the political right but their support is very
important to East Jerusalemites who soecowed and wary of raising their head above
the parapet where they risk arrest or loss of ID. In contiastieenage settlers who
turned up to disrupt proceedings obviously feel so empowdéheg; just radiate the

pride and sheer enjoyment of beingairtommon national project. | almost envy them

till  remember how mindless they are of the suffering they cause

And now to the last four Fridays we have spent at Qalandya checkpoint during the feast
of Ramadan. It is not easy to write about.

Jeruséem is home to the Dome of the Roclg
and the Al Agsa mosque, one of the thig
most important shrines in Islam. Going to S
Agsa to pray has never been easy HEEEES
Palestinians under Israeli Occupation, s
since the construction of the Separatig
Barrier, and the checkpoints encirclingge:#
Jerusalem, it is harder still. Most of the ye=¥
Al Agsa is out of bounds to them but g gEs
Fridays during Ramadan, Israel issues pra.:”

permits to enter Jerusalem. Boys under 12 &\ 2 : HRE-

girls under 14 can pass without one, so can men 50 and women over 45. Married
men over 45 can apply for a per mit; SO
about a small percentage of the Palestinian population: children and the not so young,
those who fall outside what is considered the potesti@ide bomber age group.

The IDF says the chaos and humiliation that occurs is because too many people want tc
cross the checkpoints. But O0too manyado i

The most we counted on any of the last four Fridays of Ramadan was 29,000. It proves
howst ong t he Palestinians6 desire to pra
large number when you consider that crowds three times as large are controlled at
football matches every Saturday all over the world. You present your ticket at the
stadiumt ur nsti | e; I f you have one youore
smoothly only if the idea is to facilitate entry. Checkpoints are designed to keep people
out and invite hindrance, harassment, and abuse by constantly changing instructions.



In addition, you would think that after each Friday, lessons would be learned and
conditions would improve. But no, recommendations made by the UN Office of
Humanitarian Affairs (on the basis of a report we made for them, since we are the
group that spends miosme monitoring) were not implemented. On the contrary, when
ideas worked, like opening up the vehicle lanes for women and children when the crush
got unbearabl e, they were discontinued
the IDF, of course, ldyou can imagine one courageous person in the line of command
who does something sensible being overruled the next day by a senior officer who says
OHel | , you | et all those grannies i n wi
have had abombughr frock. 6 The vehicle | ane di

This meant that on the third Friday of Ramadan,
the few internationals present (ourselves, OCHA,
.« .= UNWRA, and Israeli women from Machsom
F’; , Watch) witnessed something out of Dante. The
' day started well at 5na, with men and women
coming into the checkpoint car park from
Ramallah through concrete blocks on different
sides. The older women were wearing their
beautiful hand embroidered dresses, the not so old
3 in colourful hijabs; all were in a good mood,
looking forward to the midday prayers. But as the Oy -
wore on, and the sun got higher, the permit check® B s PN
proved too slow, the gaps between the conciy & Yoo 7 ,;3 Bt 4 ¢
blocks were too narrow for the women to pass fre { 1 i PP

and a huge crush build up. Old ladies were squasy
agairst the blocks, screaming kids had to be lifted (S
by medics, women emerged visibly distressed i § °
some fainted. The soldiers and police started los |
their tempers, yelling through megaphones, pus
the women, abusing those without valid permits.

Theones who emerged relatively unscathed and in a state to continue after running this
first gauntlet, crossed the car park to the next permit check. Whereas the men waited ir
the usual three | anes inside the tcene ctkp
men over 60), the women and children, regardless of age and condition, were funnelled
down a lane behind a metal barrier erected one metre from the back wall of the
checkpoint. The barrier was set in concrete. The line moved painfully slowlygtakin
over an hour to reach the corner of the checkpoint where passes were checked agair
The women then went through a turnstile to be frisked again with metal detectors
before they finally emerged to get buses the Jerusalem side of the terminal. Their men
folk had waited over two hours for them. Why conditions had to be so much worse for
the women was unfathomable.



By 10.00 am thousands of women were
being funnelled down this one narrow lane
behind the inflexible barrier in full sun. The
crush was unbeli@ble, there was real
panic, again | thought of Hillsborough.
Small children were in the middle and
forgetting our oO6o0obser:
and helped medics pull kids out. One small
boy emerged with a broken arm, another
was badly concussed, others weagasping

for breath. The metal barrier gave way
under the sheer force of the women and
the broken concrete caused more injuries.
At this point, mounted police arrived to
push the women back by riding into them.
The OCHA official continually asked the
commander to open the vehicle lanes to
relieve the pressure and panic but on this
Friday they stayed resolutely shut. When
he asked why, the commander merely said
Athese are my orders todayo.

As the morning drew to an end, and it became obvious many woroem lwd n 0 t
through for midday prayers, the chaos increased and there was more shouting anc
screaming on both sides. The soldiers and police lost the plot completely; women were
pushed, kicked and even punched. Troops in full combat gear ran across phekcar
foll owed by riot pol i ce. I coul dnodt be
Many of the women were elderly.



